128                               MODERN TURKEY

were entirely lacking. As the present system under the
Eepublie is but slightly changed, the old system may "be
described as of the present.

The curriculum of the Armenian elementary schools
is very restricted but the students get a fair grounding
in the reading- and writing of their own language, in
ciphering and in the church catechism and history. There
are a number of higher schools for Armenian youths,
which, are modelled after the French and which give a
very fair education in the liberal arts. A great point is
made of languages, French being the dominant foreign
language taught. There is an attempt at industrial edu-
cation, as for instance, the agricultural school at Varag.
Among higher schools for Armenians might be cited the
Berberian College at Scutari, near Constantinople.

The Armenian schools in Turkey have suffered mainly
from inadequate funds and from the harsh restrictions
imposed upon them by the government. Up to 1908, no
authentic history of Turkey could be taught and the dis-
cussion of certain subjects was never allowed. School
teachers were always under suspicion and their teaching
at times was so circumscribed as to be almost valueless.
Since 1908, however, there has been much more freedom.
The poverty of the country and the subsequent lack of
ample funds for school management have led to the em-
ployment of inferior teachers. The school system is
somewhat lax and the teachers are inelined to favoritism.
Standards of scholarship are low in many cases, owing
to the fact that teachers have had no professional train-
ing and have obtained the whole of their education within
the confines of their province.

In considering the inferior quality of the Armenian
national school, two things should be borne in mind.
First, that the system has always been greatly superior
to the Moslem, and second, that the Armenians have
always had to fight against the great odds of poverty,